
 

 Dad loved to drive.  So 

do I.  Dad loved sports 

cars.  I do too.  

Every October we 

made a family pil-

grimage to Watkins 

Glen, New York 

for the US Grand 

Prix.  I knew dad 

wished he could 

climb into a race 

car and go wheel-

to-wheel on a road 

course.  And even though I 

was too young to drive, so 

did I.  Dad never got that 

chance, but I did.   

 My chance came after 

dad died and after decades 

as a volunteer participant in 

the racing organization.  A 

friend offered me her race 

car, and every time I buck-

led in I thought, ―Dad, this 

one‘s for you.‖  So when I 

built my own race car it 

only seemed right that my 

name went over the 

driver‘s door and dad‘s fam-

ily nickname, ―Alfonse,‖ 

went over the passenger 

door.  Just like dad 

used to take us to 

the races, I take 

Alfonse racing all 

over the eastern 

US.  Everywhere I 

go, people know 

and root for Al-

fonse – and, I sup-

pose, for me too.  

It only seems fit-

ting that Alfonse and I have 

enjoyed our greatest racing 

success at Watkins Glen.   

 Alfonse is a 1984 Mazda 

RX7 which is my mom‘s 

favorite color, blue.  It has a 

(Continued on page 5) 

Sundays with Alfonse           by Jack Burrows 

News from the Front         by Stephanie Kranich 
Stephanie Kranich, Richard's 

sister, is in Afghanistan. She 

sent this communication to 

Rev. Chesson recently. 

 Well, I made it safely to 

Bagram Air Field and set-

tled into temporary housing 

at the moment (and when I 

say temporary I mean I am 

praying I get a better living 

area soon)!  

 Here is Bagram in a nut-

shell: The housing and work 

space is comparable to 

Houston's 3rd ward (or 

worse), the weather of 

Colorado in the summer, 

the views of mountains like 

the Rockies in the distance, 

the food almost comparable 

to back home, the lack of 

the feeling of a military 

base. That is pretty much 

how I feel about this place. 

All is easy except for the 

living accommodations. I am 

hopeful, because of my arri-

val date in country, that I 

will be high enough up on 

the list of getting my own 

BHUT (which is pretty 

much a cabin, probably 

made back 20 years ago 

which houses small rooms 

for about 6 people).  I walk 

to work and back and it‘s a 

great walk of about 15 min-

utes.  

 The weather is great 

here so it‘s a change from 

the heat that I am used to 

in Kandahar.   I will be 

working now in the HR - 

Country Staff Office with 

the main HR team for all of 

LOGCAP for Fluor. The 

people I work with are 

great and the work won't 

be bad either. Many of the 

people I met in Kandahar 

are now based up here, so I 

see many friendly faces of 

people I know. This base is 

unlike the NATO base I 

was in. The mission is 

mainly the same as it was in 

the South, just mainly US 

military here rather then all 

the NATO troops.  

 Like Kandahar,  this as-

signment in Bagram will be 

interesting to say the least, 

I'm sure.  My contract is up 

in August. However, I have 

decided to sign between 6 

months to a year more. I 

will be coming to the states 

to visit in August, first to 

Houston to see a few 

friends/family and meet 

with my CPA and then on 

to Virginia to visit family.  

 

Volume LIII, Issue 7 Summer 2010 

First Christian Letter 

 
Rev. Kathleen Kline Chesson 

Senior Minister 
 

Mark Granfors-Hunt  

Director of Program Ministries  
Youth and Young Adult Minister 

 

Phil D. Gilliland 

Minister of Community Life 
 

Lunette S. Arledge 

Director of Music Ministries 
 

Karen Falkenstein 

Office Manager 

Sunday  

Mornings at 

First Christian 

Church 
 

8:15 AM  

Prayer &  

Communion 
 

9:00 AM  

Sunday School 
 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

 

As disciples of 

Christ, we are 

called by God  

to worship  

faithfully,  

to be open to 

transformation 

by the  

Holy Spirit,  

and to serve  

responsibly our 

changing  

community. 



 

 In Louisiana in the late 1960s, 

where I was an Associated Press 

statewide correspondent, I espe-

cially enjoyed ―Cajun Country.‖ In 

the swamps and bayous near the 

coast, wildlife teemed and food 

and music drove the culture. 

 I remember one glorious day 

floating on a bayou near St. Mar-

tinville with a local newspaperman 

as guide and fishing partner. Span-

ish moss hung low from the trees 

and fish broke the water‘s surface.  

A profound peace fell over me. 

 The oil spill has changed so 

many things. Despoiled breeding 

grounds, dead animals, a gulf be-

fouled by unstoppable oil flows. 

And this is before the hurricane 

season, when much more oil could 

sweep ashore and threaten these 

swampy paradises. 

 Where was God? If countless 

prayers had been answered, the 

leak would been plugged long ago.  

But people of faith know that the 

Bible teaches human stewardship 

of this delicate planet. For exam-

ple: 

 ―Then God said, ‗Let us make 

man in our image, after our like-

ness; and let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over 

the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon this earth.‘‖  

  Despite these words, our 

―dominion‖ over our own country 

has been too tolerant of pollution. 

There are still rivers in this country 

that are running sewers.  The air 

we breathe is suspect, and the high 

rate of cancer attests to the fact 

that we could do much more to 

clean up our air and streams. 

 The oil spill has changed every-

thing. This spill is on such a scale 

that it cannot be ignored by many 

people of faith who have given lip-

service to God‘s call for our own 

stewardship. But how should we go 

about this task? 

 In the Connections Sunday 

School Class, attendees discussed 

what would Jesus have done if he 

had been alive when the Gulf oil 

spill happened. According to Sharon 

Blake, one of the class‘s leaders, 

one response was that Jesus would 

minister to the people who were 

hurt and suffering and that his 

―actions would also be about self-

responsibility.‖ 

 As we wonder what and how 

much we can do, we know that 

cleaning up the planet and following 

the words of assuming ―dominion‖ 

of a threatened planet will not be 

easy.  Much of our economy is 

deeply linked with the polluting of 

the air and water. 

 As we look at the implications of 

taking more forceful steps to pro-

tect our environment—and perhaps 

our very survival—we realize that it 

is not so easy to make the giant 

tradeoffs required.  

 Take global warming: It is a fact 

that about half of the electricity 

generated in America comes from 

coal-fired generating plants. It is 

the cheapest fuel for the compa-

nies, even though its burning 

spews carbon dioxide and pollut-

ants into the air.  Without coal, 

we would be short of electricity, 

at least in the short run. Miners 

would be laid off. Business and 

jobs throughout America would 

be curtailed because of diminished 

electricity.  

 Without fossil fuels like oil, we 

would not have enough fuel to 

drive our cars and trucks and 

trains—and our economy. We 

await the breakthrough of new bat-

tery-driven cars.  

 And so it is clear that there is a 

clash between the need to protect 

and save the planet as God di-

rected, and our own economic 

strength in the shorter run.  

 We are in charge. Indeed, 

churches across the world have 

adopted the general thesis of envi-

ronmental stewardship. But the 

task is complex and there are no 

easy answers. 

 The ultimate question: What 

kind of stewards should we be 

and how far should we go? The 

planet is ours to keep clean for 

ourselves and for our grandchil-

dren. 

  One day, I hope that you will go 

to that same winding bayou where 

the trees bend nearly to the water, 

laden with Spanish moss, where the 

birds fly past your head, and the fish 

jump from the surface.  And I 

would hope you would do every-

thing you could to protect this 

wonderful altar for the soul, God‘s 

own creation. I‘ll go with you. 

Seeking God in the Gulf Oil Spill             by Bill Neikirk 
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From the Pastor…  
   

By Rev. Kathleen Kline Chesson 
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“I’d like to try and be like Jesus…”  
~ Isaac Gamboa 

 

 I have re-discovered of late the power of a confes-

sional faith, of a genuine search for the words that can 

bring shape and form to something as intimate, myste-

rious and healing as a personal belief system.  There 

are simply times when we need to use words ~ and 

when the words themselves bring immediate strength 

and connection to the God we count on and serve. 

 Below are some of the faith statements shared with me by the members of my Pastor‘s class, which con-

cluded at Pentecost and has led/is leading toward their baptisms. The eight youth wrestled with concepts as para-

doxical and unreasonable as how they know and understand God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, the sacraments of com-

munion and baptism, and the Church.  I need say no more than their statements reflect. As I said to them, and 

say to you, there are no wrong answers…only a genuine search for what is most honest in your own heart.   
 

“I know that God is always there for me and I know I can turn to him for help.” – Isaac Gamboa 
 

“When I picture God I see different shapes and forms—a tree, the wind, a human. God will love you no mat-

ter what, like a parent.  Jesus is a smaller form of God, like a piece of a puzzle, God’s human form. All of us 

are pieces that together make up Jesus. In order for God to be God, we need Jesus in all of us. The Holy 

Spirit is an angel that you can’t see, God’s breath, God’s life, and God’s living breath that he breathes into 

the newly created creatures.”~ Norah Riester 
 

“Taking Communion will be my way to say “Thank you” to God, a way to re-commit myself every week.” ~ Taylor Allen 
 

“God is the almighty one.  He is my shepherd, he walks with me by quiet waters, takes me to his pastures.  God is my 
friend, my king, my savior.”~Sydney Moon 

 

άWŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΦ  ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΧǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘat carries 

ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦέϤ Jeremiah Ogle 
 

òGetting baptized is kind of like deciding to run for President.  You need to be ready for it. Youõve got to know what youõre up 
against, what youõre getting into.ó~ Jeremiah Ogle 

 

“When I think of Communion, I think of me as the bread being dipped in holy water and ab-
sorbed by God.” ~ Sydney Moon  

 

Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ )ȭÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ× ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȣÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÎ ÐÁÒÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÁÉÔÈ ɀ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÓÏÍÅȤ
ÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ Á ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ×Ȣȱ  Taylor Allen 

 

"As Christian's we are bound to Christ.   He will always love and protect us.   We will begin our jour-

ney to serve God. I feel God's love when I suddenly understand something -  God is helping me 

see."   Becky Findley  
 

"I trust and know God is with me.  When I pray, I just know that he's there. Jesus was born to help people and 

thereõs a part of him in everybody. The Holy Spirit is like a feeling of love."  Calvin Miller  
 

"I love that Jesus was a regular guy -  he had brothers, that he didn't see the differences between people.   He 
led the way."   Marco Viola  

 

 Take a stab at it.  Write your own statement of faith and see where it may lead.  And may we be up for what-

ever our soul discovers in the seeking…  With gratitude for the refreshment of teaching and re-learning…  
 Love in Christ,  Kathleen 



 Unfortunately, need is a con-

stant.  Although we live in one of 

the richest places on earth, we have 

only to look around us, in our own 

community, to confirm this sad 

truth.  But while Jesus acknowl-

edged that poverty will have no end 

(Mark 14:7) he never-the-less calls 

us to give to others generously 

(Mark 10: 21 and 12: 41-43), per-

sonally (Matthew 25: 34-40), with-

out discrimination (Luke 10: 25-37) 

and without expectation of a 

worldly return (Luke 14: 12-14).  

 The Outreach Council of First 

Christian Church, Falls Church 

(FCC) is grateful that the current 

congregation chooses to continue 

in the spirit of generosity that has 

characterized our church through-

out its history.  FCC has long been 

recognized for providing significant 

support to regional, national and 

global ministries through both budg-

eted giving to the Disciples Mission 

Fund and the supplemental Special 

Offerings sponsored by the denomi-

nation throughout the year.   

 Joining with our sister congrega-

tions, we have contributed effec-

tively to disaster relief, local and 

global evangelism, Christian educa-

tion and training of pastors and la-

ity, new church establishment, rec-

onciliation efforts, etc.  But our fo-

cus this month has been much 

closer to home with some very 

special opportunities for both finan-

cial and hands-on Outreach.    

 Our congregation routinely di-

vides a tithe of our income between 

denomination-wide programs and 

local, community programs that 

provide services and support to 

those in need.   

 Our Neighborhood Outreach 

Special Offering, collected this year 

on June 27, was designed to supple-

ment the funding for the local pro-

grams.  If you missed the bulletin 

insert on June 27, check the wel-

come center for a list of the com-

munity programs that are regularly 

supported by our congregation.   

 If you failed to make a contribu-

tion to that special offering in June, 

don‘t despair.  As the title of this 

article states, it‘s never too late to 

reach out!  Donations to these local 

programs may be made at any time, 

either by marking a donation to the 

church for ―Neighborhood Out-

reach‖ or by naming the program 

that you would particularly like to 

support (e.g., ―Safe Haven‖).  

 And while financial support for 

local programming is critical, hands-

on Outreach is also critical and per-

haps even more personally satisfy-

ing.  There are abundant opportuni-

ties to get involved ranging from 

spending a few hours at a one-time 

event to regular involvement with 

one of the ongoing programs.   

 Ask Phil Gilliland how you can 

help with our own Safe Haven min-

istry or at the Seven Corners Chil-

dren Center.  (Did you know that 

Betty Burrows has served on the 

Children Center board for decades, 

and that Phil is currently the board 

treasurer?).   

 Or pick the brain of Mel Cot-

ner (long-time leader in church and 

community Outreach activities) 

about volunteer opportunities with 

other community programs.    

 Finally, keep watching for the 

―home grown‖ activities that need 

your help to be truly successful 

(and loads of fun).  Our Neighbor-

hood Yard Sale and Spring Festival 

on May 22 provided affordable 

shopping and wholesome entertain-

ment to crowds of neighborhood 

families while providing our Evan-

gelism Council an opportunity to 

reach out with the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  And, it was a blast!   

 Don‘t miss your chance to be 

part of similar, upcoming events. 

August 14 (7 to 9 PM) will see the 

return of ―Latidos‖ to our outdoor 

sanctuary, providing a free commu-

nity concert of contemporary 

Christian music with a Latin touch 

(we‘d love to sing along with them, 

but will probably be more popular if 

we just provide refreshments!).   

 And of course, in October our 

front lawn will host the Pumpkin 

Patch.  We‘re hoping to set aside 

one Saturday during the pumpkin 

sales for some variation of our suc-

cessful Neighborhood Yard Sale and 

an Autumn Festival. 

It’s Never Too Late to Reach Out     by Ginny George 
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New Members 
 On July 27, we were blessed by 

two new members, Rebecca 

Bloom and Linda Gordon.  

 Linda has been visiting First 

Christian for a long time and 

shared her joy that, following many 

months of homelessness, she now 

has a home!  Rebecca is a very 

good friend of Linda and joined the 

church "seeking a community for 

support and health."  Welcome 

Rebecca and Linda!  



 

rotary engine which is tiny but reli-

able and quick. The racing seat 

bolted directly to the bare floor 

panel fits me perfectly, and a five-

point safety harness keeps me in 

place.  A fire suppression system 

sits in easy reach, and a massive roll 

cage surrounds it all.  In the rear 

hatch area of the gutted interior sits 

the metal box over the top of the 

fuel cell, a special racing gas tank 

designed not to rupture on impact.  

Every part of Alfonse is built either 

for speed or safety, with equal em-

phasis on both.   

 People ask ―Isn‘t it dangerous?‖  

I tell them once buckled in with 

helmet and Nomex racing suit, 

socks and gloves, I feel safer in Al-

fonse on the track than I do in a 

street car on a highway.  While 

there may be a dozen of us going 

bumper-to-bumper and door-to-

door into the same hairpin turn, 

everyone knows what he or she is 

doing.  All of us are going in the 

same direction, we all know where 

we‘re going, and no one is talking 

on a cell phone, fiddling with the 

radio, or fumbling for a coffee mug.  

We also know that, should anything 

happen, every inch of the winding 

track is watched by personnel who 

are trained in emergency response 

and use flags to signal us of track 

conditions around the next bend.  

Should things get bad, fire trucks 

and ambulances are less than a min-

ute away.  The race track is far 

safer than the Beltway.   

 The most common question is 

―How fast will it go?‖  The answer 

is ―I don‘t really know.‖  Unlike oval 

track racing which is all about 

speed, road racing places a pre-

mium on handling, cornering, brak-

ing, gear changes, and momentum;  

top speed is almost irrelevant.  Al-

though Alfonse has a top speed of 

154 mph on paper, the winding na-

ture of road courses means it sel-

dom tops 135 on straight sections. 

 With a dozen or more turns 

ranging from slow hairpins to wind-

ing esses and high-speed sweepers 

on tracks ranging from two to five 

miles, momentum and car balance 

are far more important than sheer 

speed.  Anyone with a heavy right 

foot can go fast in a straight line;  

the test comes in approaching a 

downhill off-camber turn which 

would have a ―Maximum safe speed 

40‖ sign on a highway and acceler-

ating through it at 80 while sand-

wiched between competitors.   

 While races take place on Sun-

days, there is no shortage of prayer.  

Foxholes have no atheists, and nei-

ther do race cars.  Once buckled in 

and suited up with the motor run-

ning, the last thing I do before going 

out on the track is say the same 

short prayer: ―Dear God, thank you 

for this day.  Thank you for this 

opportunity.  Please watch over us, 

keep us safe, and give me wisdom.‖  

Then I put Alfonse in gear, head out 

on track, and hope God heard me.  

There have been occasions when 

my speed was greater than my wis-

dom, but they have never led to 

injury.  Once after spinning myself 

out of a race and ending up mired 

in a gravel trap inches from an em-

bankment, I grinned at the emer-

gency worker as we walked to 

safety and said, ―Two out of three 

ain‘t bad.‖  He just smiled and 

shook his head.   

 The biggest thrill to date came 

three years ago with Alfonse‘s and 

my first win.  It came at Watkins 

Glen, the same track we went to as 

a family on those Grand Prix trips 

and where the racing bug first bit 

me.  After two seasons of sorting 

things out near the bottom of the 

field, Alfonse and I qualified on the 

pole and led from start to finish.  

Judging from mom‘s reaction when I 

made the customary post-race 

phone call Sunday evening, it 

seemed that she was at least as 

thrilled as I was.  And I know Al-

fonse was smiling – as we both do 

every time I climb inside.  

(Continued from page 1) 

Got Your Reservation? 
―Shrine Mont‖ is coming up 

fast.  Although our retreat is not 

scheduled until October 22-24 we 

must contact the retreat center in 

July with an update on our likely 

attendance. Contact Drex or Ginny 

George(drexgeorge@verizon.net 

or 703-425-8459), your ―directors‖ 

for the retreat, to make your reser-

vation and assure there is a place 

for you.  And if you‘re wondering 

just what this retreat is and 

whether it‘s for you, call us to talk 

about why you really shouldn‘t miss 

this valuable congregational 

event.  Don‘t delay … Make your 

reservation now! 

 

It’s Going to Be A 

“Banner” Year 
We have so much more to say than 

can be said on our formal church 

sign!  So the church board has ap-

proved the purchase of a new ban-

ner holder to use on our front 

lawn, and we‘ve selected a versatile 

frame that will allow us to display 

either one or two banners.  We 

hope this will serve as a great re-

source for every church Council as 

we inform the neighborhood about 

the many activities in the life of our 

church. Look for the banner 

holder . . . and for more informa-

tion about how to order and display 

a promotion for your church-

sponsored event.  
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Joshua Kendell 

Blakely and Lyndsie 

Nicole Kidd mar-

ried on May 29 in 

Efland, NC at 

Chestnut Ridge 

Camp. They hon-

eymooned in Costa 

Rica and will live in 

Farmville, VA.  

++ 

In the Gilliland fam-

ily, anniversaries 

a r e  b lo s so m-

ing.  On Aug. 21, 

Phil and Marilyn 

will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary.  Then 

on Sept. 11, they will attend Phil‘s 60th high school 

reunion in 

A b i l e n e , 

Kan. They 

met in 

Iola, Kan., 

w h e r e 

M a r i l y n 

grew up 

and where 

Phil took a 

t e a ch i n g 

job. 

++ 

Maddux Harrison Motz, son of Eric and Kelly Motz, 

was dedicated at First Christian on Sunday July 27.  He 

and his proud parents were accompanied by his 

equally proud big sister, Savannah.  Maddux was born 

on March 24. 

Celebration of  Graduates 
 We share the joy of a number of church members 

and friends as we celebrate graduations.   

 Nathan Blakeley graduated from George C. 

Marshall High School, where he received the coveted 

―Statesman of the Year‖ award.  Nate was very active 

with church camps, counseled for three years and at-

tends every year now for CYF Camp.  He is an avid 

baseball player and a leader in the ―Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes‖ program. He will attend Lynchburg 

College in the fall.    
 

 Matthew Boston received his B. A. in Integrative 

Studies with a concentration in elementary education 

from George Mason University last January.   
 

 Stasia Fine received her Masters of Divinity from 

Wesley Theological Seminary.  Her Ordination into 

the Christian Ministry will take place on July 10 in Ce-

dar Rapids, Iowa, after which she will return to DC in 

search of a church placement.  
 

 Eric George graduated from Woodbridge High 

School, where he focused on performance and thea-

tre.  He is still deciding where to attend college next 

year, but his hopes are for a school in Ohio that spe-

cializes in the performing arts.  Eric is also accom-

plished in the martial arts. 
 

 DeDe McCoy graduated Summa Cum Laude in 

January from George Mason University with a Masters 

of Education in Education Leadership. 

 

 Juan Manuel Reyes-Ortiz graduated from Jeb 

Stuart High School.  He hopes to attend NOVA Alex-

andria in the fall.  
 

 Sean Tonz  graduated from South Lakes High 

School  with Honors and distinguished awards, and 

received the President‘s Education Award and the 

Governor‘s Certificate of Recognition.  He is a mem-

ber of the National French Honor Society and the Na-

tional Honor Society.  Sean enjoys History and English 

and extracurricular activities including bike riding, soc-

cer, piano and guitar. He is interested in renewable 

resources and has received a scholarship to Regis Col-

lege in Denver, Colorado. 

 

Congratulations! 
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 Did you enjoy Youth Sunday? Each year the youth 

of our Church create a unique worship service. It is a 

service that often offers a different slant on worship as 

interpreted by the youth. Some years, the service has 

a more traditional feel, while other years it is less so. 

In any event, it is always a fresh look at worship. 

 Now the Worship Council would like to give the 

same chance to other groups within the Church to 

create a worship service.  On Sunday, June 6th, I met 

with the combined adult Sunday School class to ex-

tend this invitation. The Worship Council discussed 

this idea at its May meeting and feels that this could 

become an on-going series of services. 

 I can envision a variety of services as different 

groups express their ideas about what worship means 

to them. Groups may want to offer a service of music, 

a service of quiet meditation, or simply assume the 

roles in the service typically taken by our ministerial 

staff. Groups may decide to take on as little or as 

much of the service as they choose. The Worship 

Council and staff will be happy to work with your 

group to provide as much help, guidance, and support 

as you need.   

 Any group within the congregation that is inter-

ested in developing a worship service should speak 

with Rev. Chesson or me. 

 Drex answered the following questions from the News-

letter: 

 Q. This action by the church seems unprecedented. 

I know that philosophies on worship shift from time to 

time. How do you rank this as a real game-changer? 

 A. No, I don't see this as a game-changer, but in-

stead as an opportunity to "hear" what people see as 

worship. It really isn't a shift in philosophy from my 

perspective, but a chance to allow groups an opportu-

nity to express their sense of worship.  

 Q. Is the decision to try this connected in any way 

with efforts to try some "alternative" worship service? 

 A. I don't know that this is seen as a route to 

"alternative" worship. The Worship Council has been 

looking at "alternative" worship for a long time. There 

have been several discussion groups within the congre-

gation over the years, but we  haven't hit on anything 

that we, as a Council, think is workable. The biggest 

issues with moving to alternative worship, with fi-

nances and staffing as they currently stand, are time 

and planning.  

 Q. And do you have any criteria that you are fol-

lowing in allowing such a service?  

A. As far as criteria are concerned, we, as a Council 

have discussed what we would expect to see in a ser-

vice. As groups propose, and take on a service, we will 

be touching base with them in the planning and imple-

mentation process. Since worship can take on many 

forms, it is difficult to spell out specifics, but  obvi-

ously, as Disciples, Communion is integral. We would 

expect that most groups would base the service 

around some scripture and that there would be some 

reflection/meditation/sermon, but we will see. 

Worship Opportunities                by Drex George 

LECTIONARY 
During the summer, we 

are ―going with the flow‖ 

in worship, allowing the 

spirit to guide the weekly 

preacher and not neces-

sarily tying services to the 

lectionary.  The readings 

are printed here for those 

who would like to follow 

them. 

 

July 4 

2 Kings 5:1-14 

Psalm 30 

Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16 

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 11 

Amos 7:7-17 

Psalm 82 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

July 18 

Amos 8:1-12 

Psalm 52 

Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

 

July 25 

Hosea 1:2-10 

Psalm 85 

Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13 

August 1 

Hosea 11:1-11 

Psalm 107:1-9,43 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21  

 

August 8 

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 

Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40 

 

August 15 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Luke 12:49-56 

August 22 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Psalm 71:1-6 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

Luke 13:10-17 

 

August 29 

Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 

September 5 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

Philemon 1-21  

Luke 14:25-33 
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A Joyful Noise, Indeed! Some may say that our church choirs have 

spoiled us because they are so consistently good 

from Sunday to Sunday that we take it for 

granted. But that statement doesn‘t ring true. 

Appreciation here is high not merely because of 

the consistency, but also because of the variety 

and quality of music they sing and play. On Sun-

day, June 13, led by director Lunette Arledge, 

they showed us once again.  It was the annual 

concert of our choirs, featuring a mélange of 

pop, classical, spiritual, country and rock music. 

There was Drex George Jr. singing an Elvis 

Presley tune, and John and Susan Findley playing 

the French horn and flute. Richard Kranich 

played the drums and Laurie Bunn was on the 

piano.  We know now that there will be peace in 

the valley, someone will watch over me, the 

corn is as high as an elephant‘s eye, and the Lord 

is precious. Fellowship Hall was overflowing and 

everyone enjoyed the show, especially when it 

came to the sing-alongs. 


